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Elks Member, Annie Scully,
reads “Freckle Juice” to 3rd 

graders (see page 11 for story)

January 2025
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OFFICERS

Exalted Ruler ……………………………………….… Vern Ainslie

Esteemed Leading Knight ……….............. Gregory Fritz

Esteemed Loyal Knight ……………………….. Lee Trautman, PDD

Esteemed Lecturing Knight …….............. Vincent LaSpada

Secretary ………………………………………………... Barry Sheppard, PER

Treasurer ……………………………………………...… George Upton, PER

Tiler ……………………………………………………..…… Todd Hunt

Inner Guard ……………………………………………. Erik Anderson

Esquire ………………………………………………….... Shirley Lewis

Chaplain ……………………………..………….……….. Andrea Kennedy

Chaplain Emeritus ……………..……………….… Mauro Fanelli, PER

Trustee - 1st Year ……………………….…………… John Lombardi

Trustee - 2nd Year …………………………….……. Jason Karpi

Trustee – 3rd Year …………………………………. William Trstensky

Trusteed – 4th Year …………....................... David Rockafellow

Trusted – 5th Year ………………………………….. Robert Mikesh

AUXILIARY OFFICERS

President ……………………………………….………… Patti DeLuca

Vice President ……………………..…………….….. Deborah Keyes

Treasurer ……………………………………...………... Suzanne Lucas, PP

Secretary ………………………………………………… Laura Karnoff

Trustee …………………………………………………..... Linda Upton, PP

Flemington Elks Lodge #1928

2024-2025:

Elk of the Year  ~  tba

Citizen of the Year  ~  tba

Officer of the Year  ~  tba
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Monthly Lodge Meetings

Lodge Members

Wednesdays at 7:30pm

January 8 and 22
February 12 and 26

Auxiliary Members

Tuesdays at 7:15pm

January 14
February 11

WHERE TO GO ON-LINE.

For more information on the Flemington Elks, upcoming events, lodge 
happenings, pictures, functions and more, visit us online at:
www.flemingtonelks.com

or go to Facebook: 
Flemington Elks (public):   Flemington Elks Lodge #1928
West Central District (members only): West Central District

Additionally, there are nationwide  BPOE News
groups where members can find  We Are Elks
information about the world of Elkdom:  I am an Elk from New Jersey 
    

Let the Lodge Secretary know if your information changes

The lodge is always updating its membership files so it’s vital that you send 

any changes to your information (i.e., change of address, new phone number 

or e-mail address) so that the lodge can keep you informed... Don’t miss 

out!

Contact Barry Sheppard, PER Lodge Secretary

c/o Flemington Elks Lodge #1928

P.O. Box 261

Flemington, NJ 08822

(or drop your new information in the Secretary’s Mailbox at the Lodge)

Elks Information
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Reminders

A simple way to help the lodge

Drop your used clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 

pillowcases, drapes and stuffed toys into the shed in the parking lot.

The lodge receives remuneration for all items donated from Turnkey 

Enterprises, LLC.

Attend the lodge meetings.

Let your voice be heard.  

It will make a difference!

Lodge Officers are required to attend 

on a regular basis (it is what you 

volunteered for after all).

January Meetings:  

Wednesday, January 8 and 22

After the meetings, join us for dinner 

(prepared by Chef Shirley) in the bar/ 

grill and spend some quality time with 

fellow members.
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It’s never too late to send in your dues.  Remember, as a delinquent member, you are not 
allowed to use the facilities, attend meetings and cannot be sponsored by a member in good 
standing.  Additionally, dues help us to pay our bills.  Everybody’s membership dues help.  

Please remit your dues of $86.00 for year 2024-2025 to the Lodge Secretary.  

As of today there are 298 members of this lodge with 17 members who have yet to submit 
their dues.

Lapsation List  ~  2024-2025

*  *  *  Lapsation  *  *  *
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Lisa Coffer   Ralph Fortunato  Thomas Freund

Jospeh Gherardi  Michel McClernon  David McPherson

Charles Miller   Thomas Mullen   Vincent Roche IV

Fred Rynearson   Dawn Schenck   John B. Smith

Scott Steele   John Stefanchik   Gerald Troisi

Richard Vail   Douglas Wachter

Back to Table of ContentsJanuary 2025

Please pay
your dues!



Elks are never forgotten, never forsaken.

Morning and noon may pass them by,

the light of day sink heedlessly in the West, 

but ere the shadows of midnight shall fall,

the chimes of memory will be pealing forth 

the friendly message: “To Our Absent Members.”

Funeral Services

A reminder to all members and their families that should a Lodge Member pass 

away, the Lodge Officers will conduct a Funeral Service at the family’s request.  

Please contact the Exalted Ruler or Lodge Secretary for arrangements.

Sickness and Distress
If you know of a Lodge Member who is ill, home bound, in the hospital or going 
through something distressful, please notify Gregory Fritz (908) 386-0407, the 
Exalted Ruler or the Lodge Secretary.

Our brothers and sisters need to know that they are in our thoughts during times 
of illness or distress.
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In our Thoughts and Memories

Robert John Ferrence ~ 10/29/2024  Joseph M. Iselin ~ 09/29/2024

James Susliewicz ~ 07/25/2024   Daniel J. Petitt Sr., PER ~ 06/30/2024

John  Mackay ~ 06/19/2024   William M. Creighton ~ 06/08/2024

Roger L. Cramer ~ 04/26/2024 

Back to Table of Contents

Absent Members from the Past Year

January 2025

Thomas E. Higgins ~ 12/19/2024  

Absent Member from the Past Month



Accident Prevention Robert Mikesh (908) 644-0526

Americanism Vern Ainslie (908) 399-2144

Army of Hope Bruce Totten, PDD (908) 246-0526

Auditing & Accounting Robert Paolella (908) 303-7855

Better Parades Gregory Fritz (908) 386-0407

Patti DeLuca (908) 528-7328

Building & Grounds Robert Mikesh (908) 644-0526

Communications Andrea Kennedy (908) 581-2522

Community Affairs Cynthia Orsi-Kuhl (732) 966-5704

Community Activities. Eric Anderson (908) 439-2532

Drug Awareness Cynthia Orsi- Kuhl (732) 966-5704

Elks Tale Newsletter Andrea Kennedy (908) 581-2522

Fraternal Committee Lee Trautman, PDD (908) 996-6724

Fundraising John “Gemini” Lombardi (908) 295-4345

Government Relations Eric Anderson (908) 439-2532

Hoop/Soccer Shoot Cynthia Orsi- Kuhl (732) 966-5704

House Committee William K. Miller, Jr. (908) 303-1322

Tiffany Quick (908) 788-6737

Lodge Activities John Lombardi (908) 295-4345

Andrea Kennedy (908) 581-2522

Long Range Planning Bruce Totten, PDD (908) 246-0526

Mediator Lee Trautman, PDD (908) 996-6724

Membership Barry Sheppard, PER (908) 963-7835

National Foundation Cynthia Orsi- Kuhl (732) 966-5704

National Service Gregory Fritz (908) 386-0407

PER Association Kenneth Whalen, PER (908) 391-7290

Public Relations Cynthia Orsi-Kuhl (732) 966-5704

Scholarships Dr. Jeff Anderson (908) 439-2532

Sickness and Distress Gregory Fritz (908) 386-0407

Social/Community Welfare TBD

Special Needs Children Suzanne Lucas (609) 309-5238

Standing Relief Lodge Officers

Youth Activities Cynthia Orsi- Kuhl (732) 966-5704

Website Andrea Kennedy (908) 581-2522

If you would like to participate in any of these committees, please contact the Chairperson. The 
lodge can always use an extra hand in accomplishing our goal of supporting the community and it 
will make it easier for that committee to succeed. 

If you wish to become a Chairperson, then contact the Exalted Ruler for more information.

Committee Chairs – 2024-2025
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Committee Updates/Reports
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The Auxiliary of Lodge #1928

Happy New Year! This past year, 2024, sure went fast. Let's take a minute to see what the Auxiliary 
accomplished during the year. 
• We enjoyed serving the Fireside dinners with our special St. Pat's dinner with George Upton's 

famous corned beef. 
• We had 2 Sunday breakfasts that were well attended. 
• Some of our members and guests enjoyed the NYC trip to see THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG. 

Laughed the entire play. 
• The annual Clam Bake & BBQ was a success with a 50/50 drawing and music by the Spring Hill Band.
• The Auxiliary enjoyed 2 pizza party meetings and look forward to more in the new year. 
• The Trash to Treasures Day was slow but we did well with the bake sale. We are looking to have 

another in the spring. 
• The November meeting was once again a fun night with Chris Ondrak from the Gilded Lily Florist 

doing his flower demonstration. We all look forward to the evening. 
• The Auxiliary ended the year with a trip to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for their holiday show. 
• Over the year the Auxiliary donated to the Elks ENF, NJSEA Camp Moore, Hunterdon Healthcare 

Child Development Center, Mane Stream Handicapped Riding, Riding with Heart, Hunterdon 
Outreach Program, The Ark of Hunterdon, Center of Education Advancement, Hybridge Learning 
Center, Star Throwers, Family Promise, Mini Socialites Foundation and Safe in Hunterdon. 

On a sad note the Auxiliary had to say goodbye to long time members, Betty Riley, Doris Halstead and 
Anna Marie Ellis. The Ladies are greatly missed by all. 

Now on to 2025! The Auxiliary is starting the new year with a Fireside Roast Beef Dinner. Join us for a 
delicious Roast Beef dinner with all the fixin's Wednesday, January 15th 6:30 to 8pm $15 per person. 
Get your RSVP's in to 908-528-7328. Then save the dates for the St. Valentine's Feast, Friday February 
14th and St. Patrick's Dinner, Friday March 14th. 

The Auxiliary's January meeting will be January 14th 7:15 pm. Come out and join us!

Patti DeLuca
President, The Auxiliary of Lodge #1928
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Booking committee

A holiday update from your trusted Trustee, handling the bookings of events at our Flemington Elks 
Lodge with the dedicated help of Andrea Kennedy and Shirley Lewis… and all of you.

With all of its craziness, we made it through 2024.  It has been over 3 months waiting on our very 
efficient lawyers to approve the wording of our new and improved Booking Agreement that should 
bring us much success and transparency going forward in the new year.

Please (for now) any questions concerning upcoming dates, room prices and scheduled events should 
be directed to me so that I may answer and resolve all inquiries right away.

Our very successful Friday Funnies (aka Comedy Nights) saw another successful year.  Our last one, 
held last Friday on December 27, was a great way to end the year with God’s gift of laughter and our 
family and friends at our favorite Elks Lodge.  Audience members shared their best Family Christmas 
Stories, with the best story winning $25.  All enjoyed sharing some very touching and funny stories.

John Lombardi
Chair, Booking Committee

January 2025

Elks National Foundation Committee

Gratitude Grant Bonus Conditions
Per-Member Giving: $3.04 

Donate Now: www.Elks.org/Donate
Does your employer have a matching gift program? 

Your lodge has not yet met the GER's current per-member giving goal for this year ($5.00/member), but when you 
do, you'll be eligible to apply for a Gratitude Grant next year. Your Lodge can also earn up to four $500 Gratitude 
Grant bonuses by meeting the criteria described below.

 Membership Support (Goal: 15%)
7 members of your lodge have donated this year, which is 2.4% of your membership. Once your donor support 
exceeds 15% of your 288 members, you will have met this criteria.

 Fidelity Club (Goal: 1 members)
Congratulations! Your Lodge currently has 3 Fidelity Club members. Since your Fidelity Club goal is 1 member, you 
have met this criteria.

Chair Challenge Score (Goal: 550)
Your Chairman Challenge Composite Score is currently 242.722. Once your score reaches the Composite Score goal 
of 550, you will have met this criteria.

 Fundraising Increase (Goal: 10%)
Your Lodge fundraising total this year is $875.00. To meet the Fundraising criteria, you need to raise $3,636.60, 
which is 10 percent more than the $3,306.00 you raised last year

Fraternally,

Cynthia Orsi-Kuhl
Chair, Elks National Foundation



Youth Activities Committee

Cynthia Orsi-Kuhl
Chair, Youth Activities Committee
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The Lodge’s Grill Room is a gathering place for members and their 
guests/family members, a place to socialize and enjoy friendships.

Come in to watch sporting events, such as NASCAR, Golf, Basketball, 
Football and more.

It’s open every day (except Monday) for you and your guests’ 
enjoyment.

Your hosts in the Grill Room are:

Annie  Carlos
Donna Gayle
Greg  Shirl
Sue  Tiffany

Tuesday to Saturday
6 to 10pm

Sunday
 12:45pm to ?

The Grill Room
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Ramblings
by

Rich

Hello All,

Well, it’s a new year and I hope everyone made their resolutions. Do you know 
what a New Year’s resolution is? It’s something that goes in one year and out 
the other. I started fixing breakfast at midnight on December 31st so I could 
make a New Year’s toast.

I recently talked to the garbage men and they told me that they don’t get any 
actual training. Apparently, they just pick things up as they go along. The other 
day I went to the grocery store. As I was checking out the boy who was 
bagging asked if I wanted paper or plastic. I said it didn’t matter, he could 
choose. He said, “I’m not allowed to do that. Baggers can’t be choosers.” The 
town that I live in just had a neck decorating contest. It was a tie. I recently 
went to a silent auction. I won a dog whistle and two mimes.

I remember when I first became an officer at the Elks. I went to the tuxedo 
store and the owner kept hovering over me while I was browsing, so I asked 
him to leave me alone. He said, “Fine, suit yourself.” I then went to the book 
store and found a book called “How to solve 50% of your problems.” So I 
bought two!

That’s it for this month. But, one last thought. If a bear wears socks and shoes 
he still has bear feet.

Keep on smiling! Happy New Year!

PDD Rich
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Ramblings by Rich…
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The deadline for submitting 

any information for the 

February Elks Tale is

Friday, January 24, 2025

Upcoming Events
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For more information on any
below events, visit us online at: www.FlemingtonElks.com

Back to Table of ContentsJanuary 2025

Thursday 1/2
(always the first Thursday of the month)

Tuesday 12/31

https://www.flemingtonelks.com/
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Wednesday 1/15

January 2025

Friday 1/31

Thursdays 1/9, 16, 23 & 30Wednesday 1/8

Grant Ceremony  ~  6:45pm

Attending:
• Elks Officers (in formal attire)
• YMCA
• Harvest Family Success Center
• CASA SHaW
• FRSD-Literacy Program
• Flemington Food Pantry
• Freedom Grant Recipients

All members are welcome to attend!

Invited:
• Hunterdon County Commissioners
• Raritan Township Mayor
• Raritan Township Board Members
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Friday 2/7-2/9/2025
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BLOOD DRIVES
UPCOMING DATES:
• Monday 1/6, 1/20 & 1/27
• Monday 2/1, 2/10 & 2/17
• Monday 3/3 & 3/17
• Friday 4/4 & Monday 4/21
• Monday 5/5 & 5/19
• Monday 6/2, 6/16, 6/23 & 

6/30
• Monday 7/14 & 7/21
• Monday 8/4, 8/18 & 8/25
• Monday 9/8, 9/15 & 9/22
• Monday 10/6 & 10/20
• Monday 11/3

Appointments are accepted* 
as well as walk-ins.

​​All safety protocols are 
enforced.

Check our Facebook page for 
updates and any changes that 
may occur.

*You can schedule through 
the NY Blood Center by 
calling 800-933-2566 or 
visiting www.nybc.org.

https://www.nybc.org/


Best Wishes to our 

members who are 

celebrating their special 

day this month!

1.   Shawn Haley
 2.   Timothy Reasoner
 3.   George Unfried; Merrill Mellott
 4.
 5.   Raymond M. Fella; Eugene Kelly
 6.   Kenneth Thompson; James Smith
 7.
 8.   Richard Chiodo
 9.   Douglas Hoff III
10.
11.   Christine Esposito; Mina Nace
12.  Suzanne Beam
13.  George Vdohakes; Michael Stover
14.  Vincent Roche III
15.  Ronald Tyminski II
16.  Scott Semanchick; John Turkynak
17.  James G. Spinell
18.  Matthew Stockwell
19.  Andrea Kennedy
20.  Larry Walczak
21.  Christine Bianchino
22.  Robert Martucci
23.
24.
25.  Vincent Roche IV; Kurt Wade
26.  Emil Elbaum
27.  Kenneth Whalen, PER
28.  Richard Hungerford, Jr.
29.  George Jorda
30.
31.

Birthdays
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A business card with text and images

Description automatically generated

Hunterdon and Somerset Counties' most 

experienced printing company

Our Sponsors
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We can’t thank our sponsors enough. 

Please support these amazing organizations.

January 2025
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A group of men standing next to a van

Description automatically generated

A pizza with artichokes on it

Description automatically generated

A close up of food

Description automatically generated

A group of logos on a wall

Description automatically generated

A business card with a heart and text

Description automatically generated

A collage of images of people

Description automatically generated
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A poster of a person

Description automatically generated

21Back to Table of Contents

Fill in the blanks:

1. What starts with an M, ends with an 
X and is packed with letters? _____

2. What goes up and down but doesn’t 
move? _____ 

(answers on page 23)

January 2025

https://www.coldwellbanker.com/nj/flemington/agents/judy-gold/aid-P00200000FSk1dU7K4XKcUDSMks8wuZiBaafoirr


A business card with text and images

Description automatically generated

A close up of a business card

Description automatically generated

A logo on a white background

Description automatically generated

A person in a suit and tie

Description automatically generated
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A business card with text and blue text

Description automatically generated
A hot tub on a deck

Description automatically generated

January 2025

https://www.prin-tech.com/
https://www.ritasice.com/location/ritas-of-flemington-nj/
https://www.shoprite.com/sm/pickup/rsid/3000/?utm_source=GMB&utm_medium=Local_Search&utm_campaign=dbaPlatform&utm_term=457
https://www.shoprite.com/sm/pickup/rsid/3000/?utm_source=GMB&utm_medium=Local_Search&utm_campaign=dbaPlatform&utm_term=457
https://www.hunterdonplumbing.com/
https://nationalpoolsandspas.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gmblaw


A close-up of a sign

Description automatically generated

23Back to Table of Contents

Answers to “Fill in the blanks”:
1. A mailbox

2. A staircase

January 2025

https://www.visionquestautoglass.com/


A person in a suit and tie

Description automatically generated
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https://www.wrightfamily.com/
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Flemington Elks Lodge #1928
P.O. Box 261

165 Route 31 South
Flemington, NJ 08822
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