




Following the COVID pan­
demic, resulting in a lagging 
membership, suffocating 
fundraising events and lack 
of growth in membership, 
the Flemington Elks Lodge 
and Auxiliary, is finally on a 
strong comeback. The rising 
membership is passionately 
implementing fresh ideas to 
strengthen support through­
out Hunterdon County. This 
renewed enthusiasm is helping 
welcome new members, create 
partnerships with community 
government and non-profit or­
ganizations and address needs 
in our county. 

In April 2024, Flemington 
Elks Lodge ENF Committee 
launched its first grant ceremo­
ny since the COVID pandemic, 
disbursing $6,000 towards food 
insecurity in the county. 

This January's Freedom, 
Beacon, Spotlight and Grati­
tude Grants totaled $10,000 to 
benefit returning veterans; the 
rising numbers in food inse­
curity; strengthening families 
and individuals through edu­
cating workshops; advocating 
for children in unhealthy envi­
ronments; and funds that foster 
youth development, healthy liv­
ing and social responsibilities. It 
is these types of programs that 
significantly impact our future 
leadership. 

Elks Exalted Ruler Vern 
Ainslie informed the audi­
ence, "We are a volunteer-led, 
non-profit organization with 
the goal of helping those in 
need, including . veterans ac­
climating to a normal lifestyle, 
awarding scholarships to wor­
thy students, extending grants 
to other partnering charities 
and assisting others less for-

in all of us, strength in al­
lied-ship, companionship and 
community ... which makes 
that strength endurable, sus­
tainable and meaningful,' and 
this is what we do as Elks in 
Hunterdon County. We come 
together, for the good of all." 

This year's CIP Grant recip­
ients included NJ Returning 
Veterans, Harvest Family Suc­
cess of Prevention Resources, 
Flemington Area Food Pantry, 
CASA SHaW, Cross River YM­
CA-Hunterdon and Fleming­
ton-Raritan School District. A 
representative from each or-

. ganization shared gratefulness 
for having been chosen, and the 
grant's positive impacts. 

blywoman M1tcne11 uruns ana 
Hunterdon County commission­
ers John Lanza, Jeff Kuhl and 
Susan Soloway. All dignitaries 
unanimously expressed gratitude 
to the Elks and grant recipients, 
"recognizing the good work and 
countless hours that these corner­
stone organizations contribute 
for the benefit of our communi­
ty," they said. 

The Flemington Elks has 
been a part of the community 
for over 70 years, supporting 
vulnerable populations with . 
the intent that a strong commu­
nity qiakes for a better one. Par­
ticipation in being present in 
community benefits the mind, 
body and soul, increasing 
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develops leadership skills which 
are important for adolescents to 
understand for service to their 
community, country and the 
functioning facets of a volunteer 
organization. Other Elk youth 
activities offered are essay post­
er-Power Point and movie con­
tests, peer leadership develop­
ment, one-day sports programs 
and community service volun­
teer opportunities. 

Many of you may be familiar 
with the Elks Auxiliary-coordi­
nated Bingo on the first Thursday 
of each month. The Flemington 
Elks holds many activities that 
welcome community members. 
When you participate in these 

events or rent their banquet hall 
that holds up to 325 people, it 
helps the Elks keep our commu­
nity strong. 

Call 908-788-8203, email 
ElksEvents.info@gmail.com 
or visit FlemingtonElks.com 
for more information. 
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